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HAMPTON LOVETT AND WESTWOOD PARISH 

 COUNCIL WORCESTERSHIRE 
 
 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 5 June 2019 
 
 

PRESENT 
Councillors:  
Cllr G.D. Crow (Chairman) 
Cllr D. Nunn  
Cllr R. O’Sullivan 
Cllr J. Pointon 
Cllr. S. Wakelam 
Cllr F. Walker 
Cllr C.Ellson- Evans 
District Cllr. T. Miller (Worcestershire County Council and Wychavon District Council) 
District Cllr. N. Wright (Wychavon District Council) 
Ms Jemma Towers (RFO & Clerk) 
 
The Chairman plus more than 2 members being present, there was a quorum. 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES  

Cllr Tomlinson sent his apologies 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
There was no declaration of interest declared 
 

3. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 
Residents are invited to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or 
raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman.  Members of the public may not 
take part in the Parish Council meeting itself. 
Cllr Crow welcomed Cllr Ellson-Evans to the meeting now that she is an elected Parish Councillor. 

 
4. FORMALITIES OF ELECTION 

Cllr Crow stated two weeks following the election in May 2019, an Annual General Meeting of the 
Parish Council should have taken place. However due to difficulties in bringing the councillors 
together, such a meeting did not take place. Cllr Crow proposed that June’s meeting encompassed 
the formality of an Annual General Meeting and this was supported by the councillors.  
Cllr Crow requested the Clerk to take the Chair for the election of the Chairman for the forthcoming year. 

 
a. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR  

Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Proposed by Cllr Nunn and seconded by Cllr O’Sullivan that Cllr Crow should be re-appointed as 
Chairman. Agreed unanimously and Cllr Crow resumed the Chair. 

 
b. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR  

Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Proposed by Cllr Crow and seconded by Cllr Walker that Cllr Nunn should be re-appointed as Vice-
Chairman. Agreed unanimously.  
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c. FORMAL CO-OPTION 

Cllr Crow formally proposed that Cllr F Walker be co-opted to the Council as at the election her formal 
papers could not be accepted as they required an additional liquid signature. This came about as Councillor 
Walker was in South Africa at the time, although all her paper work was in order, and she was un-opposed. 
The meeting formally adopted this proposal and welcomed Cllr Walker back to the Council  
 

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:- 
Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 6 March 2019 
As to point 5. paragraph 4 regarding future projects, Cllr Wakelam stated that she personally did not 
support a possible decision for Parish Council money to be spent on the layby and telephone box, given 
that she didn’t feel this would benefit the community and that there are other projects which should be 
prioritised. On this point, Cllr Ellson-Evans stated that the telephone box doesn’t actually work and queried 
whether it could be moved to the other side of the road to serve another function, possibly as a library. Cllr 
Crow stated that this would involve a cost. Cllr Crow provided some context to the telephone box, 
explaining that three to four years ago, the Parish Council was approached and was asked whether it 
wanted to purchase the telephone box. At the time, there was support for retaining it as a local landmark 
for the village and therefore it was purchased by the Parish Council for £25/£50. Cllr Crow explained that if 
there was desire for the telephone box to be turned into a library, the residents would need to raise the 
funding. In terms of moving the telephone box to the other side of the road, Cllr Miller explained that it 
would depend on exactly where it was moved to. If that position was Highways land, then planning 
permission would need to be sought. Cllr Miller stated that it may cost around £1000 to move. 

 
6. DISTRICT  AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR UPDATE  

 
Cllr Miller confirmed that Wychavon is currently reorganising their planning committee and their primary 
focus is looking at quality of build, insulation and that the design of any building being submitted is in 
keeping with its location. Cllr Miller confirmed that Gary Williams, the current Head of Planning will be 
leaving and that the changes which are proposed are positive.  
 
Cllr Crow explained that he had attended an AGM, where the Chairman was Tony Rawley. Cllr Crow 
stated that he wanted to speak or write to Tony to ask why in Wychavon, there is a struggle for two 
Eco-homes to be built. Cllr Miller confirmed that Tony is the Executive Member for Planning and he is 
tasked with creating change. Cllr Crow raised further concerns regarding new developments and the 
lack of parking provided for each dwelling.  
 
Cllr Miller announced that he is now in charge of the Licensing Committee, so if something requires a 
licence it will fall to Cllr Miller. Cllr Miller explained that all licensing applications go through the same 
process: the application is submitted and very limited details are shared in order to prevent a 
prejudgement being made. When an application is received, a site visit can be requested and valid 
reasons must be presented in order to accept or reject an application. If an application is rejected, there 
is an appeal process which involves a Judge. Cllr Miller explained that the process is transparent and 
that it is a responsible committee.  
 
Cllr Miller discussed the issue of sewerage and explained that it is the Environment Agency who needs 
to be alerted to any sewerage leaking or spilling. Cllr Miller confirmed that the Environment Agency is 
aware of the issue and that if there are problems, these need to be reported to Cllr Crow to pass on to 
the Environment Agency. Cllr Crow explained that from email correspondence he had had with Gary 
Williams, before any of the sewers are connected up, the drainage needs to be signed off and before 
this is done, no houses are supposed to be built on the site. Cllr Nunn stated that there needs to be a 
push towards localisation to allow Parish Council to make planning decisions on what is wanted by the 
Parish Councils locally, because there does not seem to be any acknowledgment of what Parish 
Councils want. A view shared by all the councillors is that there is no consistency in the decisions being 
made by the Planning Committee and that little notice is taken of the views of the councillors. Cllr Crow 
stated that councillors are elected and should have more authority in the decisions made by officers 
who are unelected.  

 
7. OTHER ITEMS  

 
Lengthman Review:  
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Cllr Nunn discussed a review of the Lengthsman as Top Cut has now been employed by the Parish 
Council for a year. Cllr Nunn requested that such a review considered whether Top Cut is providing value 
for money given that the reason for changing the Lengthsman was to save costs. Cllr Crow stated that the 
Parish Council gets an annual allowance for the Lengthsman and that that allowance needs to be used 
else it will be lost. The reasoning for changing the Lengthsman concerned getting more for the money 
provided rather than necessarily saving the money, which is ultimately there to be spent. A review to be 
carried out which focuses on both cost and quality by the Sub-Committee who appointed Top Cut last year 
and to report back to the Council. 

 
Westwood House Drive: 

Cllr Crow confirmed that the hedge between the road and the Main Gateway has been cut and that this 
was something Top Cut had completed, which is over and above their normal jobs.  
 

Fly Tipping 
Cllr Wakelam raised the issue of fly-tipping as had been discussed in the previous minutes under District 
and County Councillors Update. Cllr Crow stated that he had spoken to an officer from Wychavon who 
came out to assess the issue. He confirmed that when he attended the rubbish had been cleared. Cllr 
Crow stated that the Parish Council had paid for a skip for the rubbish to be removed when the Blue Bell 
Wood was cleared. Cllr Wakelam queried whether Wychavon paid for Fly Tipping removal,  Cllr Crow 
replied that Wychavon pay for all fly tipping removal. Cllr Miller confirmed that if there were any problems 
with this he would take the matter up with the department in Wychavon which deal with fly tipping  

 
Amazon vans:  

Cllr Wakelam stated that there had been vans parked for days at a time. Cllr Crow requested confirmation  
that if the vans are Amazon vans, the details of the vans needed to be recorded and given to the Parish 
Clerk so that the Parish Council can take the matter up with an Amazon representative. 
Cllr Miller confirmed that with regard to the vans parking on the road off Doverdale, the Parish Council is 
entitled to put a notice up to state that it is a private road and that there is no parking.  
 

8. PLANNING 
Cllr Ellson-Evans confirmed that there have been no further developments with reference to the A442 
Hampton Lovett Development   
 

9. FINANCE  
 
Approval of Annual Accounts 

Cllr Crow circulated the annual accounts for 2018-2019. The accounts were approved under Item 9 of 
the Agenda and were signed by Cllr Crow and the Clerk as RFO.  
 

Payments up to 6 June 2019, as per Accounts presented by Clerk, summarised by Chair: 
 

CHEQUE NO.  DESCRIPTION £ AMOUNT 
100796 HMRC £209.00 
100797 Topcut Mowing £594.00 
100798 HMRC £190.20 
100799 Topcut Mowing £660.00 
100800 Worcestershire CALC £271.00 
100801 Topcut Mowing £528.00 
100802  Clerk Expenses £35.64 

 
10. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
11. CLERK’S REPORT 

 
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
  
 District Cllr Wright was welcomed to the Parish Council and was congratulated on his appointment.  
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Cllr Nunn and Cllr Walker confirmed as signatories on the Parish Council Accounts. This was 
unanimously agreed by the councillors and requisite paperwork was completed.   
 
Cllr Nunn discussed the A4133 and explained that he had researched the width of a heavy goods 
vehicle as permitted by the European Transport Executive and the A4133 does not comply with this. 
Cllr Nunn stated that this is a major concern, especially when two lorries meet. Cllr Nunn stressed that 
lorries cannot continue to use this road and that there is a concern that such drivers may decide to 
take legal action where their vehicles become damaged. There have been two accidents in the last 14 
months and one day there will be a fatality. Cllr Crow supported Cllr Nunn’s concerns and confirmed 
that Cllr Tomlinson was aware of the Parish Council’s concerns. Cllr Crow stated that the as part of 
the plan for 2041 the Northern Relief road could take the traffic off the A4133, but Cllr Miller said that 
the Northern Relief road also brings with it 8,000 houses in order to pay for the road and the bridge. 
Ultimately, the relief road is unlikely to relieve the A4133. Cllr Crow said that the A4133 is not fit for 
purpose and Cllr Miller said that he would pass the concerns to Cllr Tomlinson. Cllr Nunn suggested 
that there are other Councils which have taken action and banned heavy goods vehicles on particular 
roads, this has proved to be a good alternative. Cllr Miller stated that due to the A4133 being an “A” 
road it is not possible to ban lorries.  
Cllr Ellson-Evans discussed the possibility of better signage, as the current signage is very small and 
not particularly visible. Cllr Ellson-Evans stated that in Cutnall Green signage is clear and that there 
are regular speed signs.  
Cllr Miller stated that he would take the concerns voiced by the Councillors to the District and County 
Council for further escalation. Cllr Miller asked Cllr Crow to send an email including all the issues 
raised to Cllr Tomlinson.  
 
Charity Donation: Tracy Dolphin, previous Clerk and her daughter, Grace are raising funds for the Girl 
Guides Documents in relation to this were circulated and Councillors agreed to donate £25 to the 
cause.  

 
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
        
       Next meeting: 25th September 2019 
  


