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HAMPTON LOVETT AND WESTWOOD PARISH 

 COUNCIL WORCESTERSHIRE 
 
 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 6 March 2019 
 
 

PRESENT 
Councillors:  
Cllr G.D. Crow (Chairman) 
Cllr R. O’Sullivan 
Cllr J. Pointon 
Cllr. S. Wakelam 
Ms Jemma Towers (RFO & Clerk) 
Cllr P. Tomlinson 
  
The Chairman plus more than 2 members being present, there was a quorum. 
 

 

1. APOLOGIES  
Cllr Nunn and Cllr Walker have sent their apologies  

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
There was no declaration of interest declared 
Cllr Crow explained that the Code of Conduct on the website must be read by all councillors and that 
Richard Levitt requested confirmation of this.  

 

3. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 
Residents are invited to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or 
raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman.  Members of the public may not 
take part in the Parish Council meeting itself. 
Cllr Crow welcomed Christine to the meeting and that whilst she was not permitted to take part in the 
Parish Council meeting, there was no reason why she could not remain. This view was shared 
unanimously by the other Councillors. 

 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:- 

Parish Council Meeting – 12 December 2018 
All in agreement and signed by Cllr Crow. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCILLOR UPDATE  
 
Cllr Crow explained that he had been investigating the most efficient and cost-effective way of applying 
salt to areas of the Parish to ensure the safety of its residents. Cllr Crow explained that the previous 
Lengthsman, David Thomas shovelled salt onto the car park of the Village Hall and the steps leading up to 
the church. Cllr Crow explained that the road from the first speed bump to the Village Hall and Church is 
regularly used and therefore making it safe has been and continues to be a priority. Cllr Crow said 
however, that the new Lengthsman, Top Cut have said that a professional salting company should be 
used. Cllr Crow has conducted some enquiries with the company at Junction6, who have all the 
equipment required to do the job; they do not use ordinary salt, instead it is salt that is used around 
hospitals which cannot be walked through the corridors. Cllr Crow explained that the company have 
quoted £50 per night, which would equate to £400 this winter. Cllr Crow explained that the company had 
suggested another option, which was to pay £1000 and this would mean that they would come out 
anytime and salt the areas needed; ultimately, if we have a bad winter, the deal is better that an individual 
call out each night. However, Cllr Crow stated that he didn’t feel that this was something the Parish 
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Council could afford and that it was only likely to be able to manage four nights of salting at a cost of £200. 
Cllr Crow said to Cllr Tomlinson that he wanted guidance from the Highways department as the company 
at Sixways do salt the dual carriageway but have explained that they cannot assist the Parish as there is 
nowhere for them to turn around after the Big Bear island. Cllr Tomlinson confirmed that he would ask 
Highways if the company were supposed to do the A442 and if not, why this is the case.  
 
Cllr Crow raised the issue of fly-tipping at the start of the bridle path, Doverdale Lane. Cllr Crow explained 
that Top Cut had cleaned up the wood, which involved the expense of a tip at £190 but this had not 
stopped the continual dumping of rubbish. Cllr Crow explained that this additional expense is affecting the 
overall Lenghtsman’s budget and queried the possibility of the County Council claiming the VAT back on 
the services of all their Lengthsman across the 98 Parish Councils as a way of increasing the amount of 
money each Parish Council gets.  
ACTION: Cllr Crow to send Cllr Tomlinson an email confirming exactly what help Cllr Crow requires in 
order to.resolve the problem.  
 
Cllr Crow queried the increased capacity of the Hartlebury incinerator and stated that whilst there were no 
objections to the proposed increase, he had requested a number of guarantees regarding the control of 
fumes emitted from the incinerator. Cllr Crow confirmed that he had received a professional and 
informative letter addressing his concerns and asked Cllr Tomlinson to pass on his comments, specifically  
that he felt his concerns had been taken seriously and that proper steps were being taken.   
 
Cllr Crow identified possible future projects, specifically the layby with the telephone kiosk as this area is 
used constantly by lorry drivers. Cllr Crow suggested the possibility of curb stones and tarmacking the 
area, with a budget of around £2100. Cllr Tomlinson stated that they may be a possibility of giving some 
money for this project. Cllr Wakelam questioned the importance of improving this area and whether money 
could be better spent elsewhere. Cllr Crow explained that the telephone kiosk belongs to the Parish 
Council and that he felt that keeping this area tidy was necessary over the next year or so. Cllr Wakelam 
accepted Cllr Crow’s submission, however was keen to ensure that Big Bear Island was sorted as a 
priority and asked that any improvements to the layby are discussed in advance of any plans being made.  
 
In terms of specific County Council news, Cllr Tomlinson stated that council tax would be increasing by 
3.9% and explained that the reason for this was due to the increase in Adult and Children’s Social Care 
costs. Cllr Tomlinson explained that 72% of the budget is spent on these two areas and due to the 
changing demographic of the population, more and more money is needed to support these areas. A 
Government Green Paper was due to be published on this matter, as requested by the LGA, however this 
is yet to materialise.  
 
Cllr Tomlinson then discussed the County Council getting a balanced budget by April 5 2019 and 
discussed the level of reserves the Council has, being mindful to the fact however, that the reserves 
should not be used to balance the budget.  
 
Cllr Tomlinson identified the promotion of Worcester internally and externally under the campaign of “One 
Worcester,” which essentially requires everyone to come together to positively represent Worcester.  

 
6. OTHER ITEMS  

 
Cllr Crow explained that he had met with the owner of the wood in Westwood and she had confirmed that 
the wood would be used for private use only and was not going to be commercialised. She suggested that 
keep fit classes would take place on the land and that during the summer, she may take her clients for a 
run, however she guaranteed that whilst she is the owner, it won’t be used for a business venture of the 
size originally thought. This will therefore have no impact on the entrance as there is no commercial 
venture planned.  
 
Cllr Crow confirmed that the next project for the Parish Council was to begin the work on Big Bear Island.  

 

7. PLANNING 
17/01631/OUT 
Cllr Crow confirmed that he had sent a letter to the Inspectorate (circulated with the Agenda for this 
meeting). Christine informed the Councillors of the timeline of events since the beginning of the year, 
specifically:  
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- there had been an appeal on 4 January 2019; 
- a questionnaire had been submitted to the Inspectorate on 18 January 2019;  
- the deadline for any comments was 15 February 2019 and 10 comments had been 

submitted and  
- the submission of the statement of case from the Planning department had been 22 

February 2019. 
Christine stated that from reading the Planning department’s submission, it appeared that they were 
not going to contest the archaeological and biodiversity/ecological concerns. Christine confirmed that 
the appeal date is 8 October 2019 at 10:00 at Pershore Council Offices.  
Cllr Crow stated that he and Cllr Miller have been in contact and continue to work with Fred Davies 
from Wychavon Council on this matter.  
Cllr Crow asked Cllr Tomlinson for his comments regarding the traffic on the A442. The issue being 
that with the Amazon vans and with a planning application for 144 houses, there could be around 400 
additional vehicles entering and exiting from the road. Cllr Tomlinson stated that Highways have said 
that they don’t see this as a problem, however there are conditions which need to be met. Given the 
large increase in traffic, a ghost island at the bottom of the hill has been suggested, which Cllr 
Tomlinson did not feel was a solution. Cllr Tomlinson explained that he would be putting pressure on 
Highways to look at the problem again and that the Cabinet Member for Highways, Alan Amos share 
the same opinion. The Highways decision is inconsistent with previous decisions they have made, 
which Cllr Tomlinson explained would need to be explored further.  
 
 

8. FINANCE  
 

Payments up to 6 March 2019, as per Accounts presented by Clerk, summarised by Chair: 

 
CHEQUE NO.  DESCRIPTION £ AMOUNT 

100788 Topcut Mowing £366.00 

100789 Ballards LLP £840.00 

100790 Topcut Mowing £540.00 

100791 Topcut Mowing £234.00 

100792 Topcut Mowing £330.00 

100794 PKF Littlejohn LLP £240.00 

100795 Clerk Expenses £46.82 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
11. CLERK’S REPORT 

 
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

  
 Cllr Crow urged councillors to continue to provide any vehicle registration numbers to him for him to  

send to Amazon in order to reduce the number of Amazon vans parking where they shouldn’t be. The 
possibility of a sign was discussed to ensure that Amazon drivers are aware that vehicle access is 
only available for residents.  

 

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
       Election paperwork meeting: 20 March 2019 
 
       Next meeting: Wednesday 5 June 2019 at 1900hrs. 
  


